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An appreciation weekend  

for Dan Perry! 
Come and help us say thank you to Dan for his  

49 years of music ministry at St. Odilia. 

The weekend of June 25 and 26, 2016 

Reception in the Courtyard after each Mass 

SAVE THE DATE 

ALL ARE INVITED TO HONOR DAN AS HE 
RETIRES FROM FULL-TIME MINISTRY. 
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 From Fr. Rask 

 

“Even though there were so many, the net was not torn.”  These are words from the Gos-
pel of John read on the third Sunday of the Easter Season. Some of the apostles have ap-
parently gone back to their previous occupation of commercial fishing. They experience 
what many people who fish do: they catch nothing. The fish just aren’t biting. The apostles labor in vain 
the whole night.  At the invitation of Jesus, however they lower their nets and realize a catch beyond 
their wildest dreams. The nets are in danger of breaking because of a catch of 153 sizeable fish.  “Even 
though there were so many, the net was not torn.” Many have seen here a reference to the Church. Af-
ter all, the Lord himself called them to the task of catching people for the kingdom of God. The very na-
ture of the church is inclusive. The invitation to enter the kingdom is issued to all people in all places at 
every period in history.  And yet in spite of the diversity such a universal invitation ensures, the unity of 
the family of faith remains intact. 

Where do we find the Church? In the parishes of the Archdiocese, especially on the Lord’s day, gath-
ered around the altar, celebrating Eucharist and receiving the Body and Blood of Jesus, food for the 
journey, food for eternal life.  At St. Odilia we take seriously our mission to be as inclusive as our name 
suggests–Catholic! We try as best we can to be welcoming to all especially on Sunday, but also 
throughout the year in our programs of education and formation in the faith and in the opportunities the 
parish provides to all of us to exercise that call to discipleship: “Come, follow me.” In our programs of 
outreach, we try to live out the command Jesus gave us at the Last Supper: “Love one another as I 
have loved you.” 

How appropriate that we end the intense public phase of our capital campaign for building expansion 
with this reminder of just what it is that we are supposed to be about in this parish.  But we are not done 
yet. To date the campaign total stands at close to $4.5 million. That includes $3.2 million in parishioner 
pledges and about $1.3 million in funds from our reserves that the Parish Leadership Council as allo-
cated to this project.  We would like to get to six million. I am very grateful to all the people who made 
this possible, to our honorary chairs, Roger and Marlys Toogood and George and Carol Lang, to the 
Campaign Cabinet and Gifts Committee for personal visits with parishioners, and to the Calling Com-
mittee, who called hundreds more.  About 982 parish families have contributed to this effort to ensure 
the viability of the parish for the next generation of disciples. That’s only a third of the parish.  The par-
ish Stewardship Council is working on ways of contacting the rest of the registered households in our 
parish to offer this opportunity to invest in the future of our family of faith.  If you haven’t yet made a 
pledge, will you consider doing so now and joining your brothers and sisters in faith? You may contact 
the parish office at anytime for campaign materials and pledge information.  

Your regular contributions every Sunday make possible the fulfillment of our ongoing mission. At the 
end of March we were over $100,000 behind budget in contributions for this fiscal year.  A slight in-
crease in your Sunday offering for three or four weekends would erase this deficit. Can you help? 

In the meantime, we are going to continue our task of winning people for the kingdom of God.  We are 
going to attract people in the only way possible, lives lived in obedience to Jesus’ command to us that 
we love one another.  We testify that Jesus truly is risen and present among us by love in action, by 
holiness of life, by feeding the hungry and caring for the poor, by welcoming the stranger, and by refus-
ing to tolerate bias and prejudice.  That is the only thing that will attract people to the Gospel of life.  We 
remember again and again, as many times as we need to, the invitation the risen Lord repeatedly 
makes to each of us: "COME, FOLLOW ME!"  It's time for us to go fishing. 

In Christ, 
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From the Stewardship Council 

“Forming Intentional Disciples” 

Every month the Stewardship Council meets to discuss the challenges of encourag-

ing good stewards at the parish of St. Odilia. We are so grateful for the continual 

outpouring of support provided by our charitable parishioners for all three areas of 

stewardship: participating in prayerful liturgies, sharing talent, and generosity with 

financial resources. Our recent Fall Festival had all the elements of stewardship ac-

tively represented – powerful and holy prayer experiences at our joyful Festival Masses, fellowship with talented ministry 

leaders working for the Festival, and everybody contributing treasure for the Festival’s financial success.  

Father Rask added a special component to the Fall Festival this year in his homilies with the intention he put forth: “I’d like 

the parish to begin the process of forming intentional disciples, people who have encountered Jesus, have a personal rela-

tionship with him, and are able to lead others to that same experience.” He asked us to take a moment that week and ask 

ourselves, “Have I made the commitment to follow Jesus in discipleship?” With the “busyness” of life – and the noise of the 

Festival – we may have forgotten to take note of Father Rask’s request.  

Along with planning our annual Pledge Drive, your Stewardship Council members are currently reading Sherry Weddell’s 

book, Forming Intentional Disciples. Her definition of “intentional discipleship” is, “to make a conscious commitment to follow 

Jesus in the midst of his Church as an obedient disciple and to reorder one’s life accordingly.” We are planning to continue 

discussions on this topic in the coming months, and we invite all parishioners to read this informative, provocative book, too.  

Most of us could not take our eyes off Pope Francis in his recent visit to the United States. Perhaps we can all implement his 

plea from The Joy of the Gospel to “a renewed personal encounter with Jesus Christ, or at least an openness to letting Him 

encounter them.” Intentional discipleship, anybody?  

The following parishioners serve on the Stewardship Council: Tim Hildman, Len Krenik, Kathy Langer, Vicki Simonsen, Kev-

in Stoltman and parish staff representatives, Father Rask and Jeanne Schaaf.  We would appreciate hearing your ideas of 

how St. Odilia can go about creating intentional disciples.  

Sharing Your Gifts of Time, Talent, and Treasure 

 

Last October we asked you to make a 

prayerful annual commitment toward 

our regular parish operations. You over-

whelmingly answered as faithful stew-

ards of the financial blessings God has 

bestowed upon you. Your regular contri-

butions provide resources to fulfill our 

parish Mission “… to grow in holiness 

and draw closer to Jesus Christ through Worship, Evangelization, Faith Formation, Education, Works of Charity and 

Justice”.  As of April 30, 2016 (see chart), we are ten months through the current 2016 fiscal year and contributions are 

approximately $106,000 below our budget goal and $101,000 less than contributions last year at this time.  

Activities in our parish ministries continue to increase as evidenced by the need to expand and by your overwhelming 

response to our Capital Campaign for facility expansion in 2017. We are challenged to remain focused and financially 

support current parish operations. Thank you to all who support our parish community with their attendance, service 

and regular financial contributions. Please prayerfully consider an incremental gift or increasing your current year com-

mitment to our Sunday operating fund. It’s also not too late to catch up or start your financial commitment toward our 

regular parish operations. If you would like to make a one-time donation by credit card, please click on the Donate tab 

on our parish website www.stodilia.org. If you would like to update your monthly automatic withdrawal or make a gift of 

stock, please contact LeahNé Thiele in the parish office at 651-415-3341 or email accounting@stodilia.org. All gifts are 

gratefully appreciated and are an important investment in our family of faith. 
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Spring Formation Day Conference 2016 Morning Sessions 

by Vicki Simonsen, Stewardship Council Member 

Spring Formation Day Conference 2016 Afternoon Sessions - “Rebuilt” Reflections 

by Kathy Langer, Stewardship Council Member 

The following articles summarize the featured speakers during the morning and afternoon sessions of a 
recent conference (sponsored by the Archdiocese) and attended by members of the Stewardship Council 
(Vicki Simonsen, Jeff Hermes, Kathy Langer, and Jeanne Schaaf). Other St. Odilia staff members also at-
tended the conference. 

A record number of more than 600 participants attended the 
Archdiocesan-sponsored Spring Formation Day 2016 held at 
Pax Christi Catholic Community in Eden Prairie on April 14, 
2016.  The theme for the day was “Rebuild my Church: Mis-
sionary Discipleship and the Parish”. 
 

Archbishop Hebda opened the conference with a prayer and 
a short homily.  Featured speakers in the morning sessions 
were Bishop Frank Caggiano from Bridgeport, Connecticut, 
and Dr. Hosffman Ospina, Assistant professor of Hispanic 
Ministry and Religious Education at Boston College. 
 

Bishop Caggiano addressed the challenge of seeking out 
and inviting back into the fold the unchurched within our dio-
ceses.  He asked the question, “Are our parishes credible 
places in which others can find Jesus?”  The good news of 
the gospel comes to us through others, but missionary disci-
pleship begins with self.  We cannot give what we do not 
have.  Therefore, seeking our own personal, loving encounter 
with Jesus comes first before we can spread His word and 
take His love to others.  He said, “We should walk so close to 
Christ that His dust gets on us.” 

 

Dr. Ospina, who teaches the course “Parishes in Transition,” 
at Boston College, presented statistics to show the impact of 
immigration on the church in the United States. During the 
last 50 years, 25 million Catholics have left the Church.  New 
growth during that same period of time has come from immi-
grant populations.  About one-half of all Catholics in the Unit-
ed States are Hispanic, five percent are Asian, and four per-
cent are African.  Where is the Church’s mission field to-
day?   It is in its own parishes.  The present challenge to 
church leaders and congregations must be to reach out to 
the unchurched, as well as to the immigrant populations with-
in its parish borders, to invite and to welcome them into par-
ish family life. This is accomplished by one-to-one personal 
contact: by listening to their stories and by telling them our 
stories; sharing our catholic experiences. 
 

At the end of Dr. Ospina’s session we were left with the chal-
lenge: Are we open to the grace that diversity brings?   Will 
we strive to create beautiful, welcoming environments within 
our churches where all voices can be heard and all talents 
are appreciated?                                                                                                                                                                                 

Spring Formation Day for your Stewardship Council and 
staff members from St. Odilia included presentations by the 
authors of the book, Rebuilt: Awakening the Faithful, Father 
Michael White and Tom Corcoran.   Those of us attending 
read their book in preparation, and were eager to hear them 
expand on the problems and challenges they faced in their 
Maryland parish. After becoming totally overburdened with 
expectations, both self-imposed and from parishioners, they 
changed their approach to ministry from serving 
“consumers” to making disciples among their members. The 
change has been transformative, and the number of people 
attending weekly Mass on Sundays has more than doubled.  
We were sure there would be valuable lessons for St. Odilia, 
and we were not disappointed. And, coincidentally, they are 
also in the early stages of a Capital Campaign for much-
needed expansion space. 
 
What exactly is meant by a “consumer” church-goer? The 
term made all of us slightly uncomfortable. Simply defined 
by their examples, it is an attitude of entitlement with no ex-
pectation from people attending except that they come to 
Mass regularly and support the church financially. Father 
White quoted from Matt.28:19, “Go and make disciples of all 
nations.” Members are invited to take action and responsibil-
ity for their faith.  In small steps, how can that be accom-
plished? 

 Pray –  be daring and form a small prayer group with 
friends. 

 Evangelize – invite an “unchurched” or a former Catholic 
to Mass with you. 

 Commit – serve in at least one area of your parish 
(remember the Stewardship of Talent forms?) 

 Tithe – plan generosity – don’t give God a “tip” out of 
your surplus change; “Give in your place of worship, as 
an act of worship.” 

 

It is shocking for faithful Catholics to hear it expressed that 
the “Eucharist is not enough, or our churches would be full 
every week end.” Both speakers had practical tips on exam-
ining parish activities and ministries and ending programs 
that should be terminated.  They stressed the importance of 
genuine hospitality and greeting people as they arrive for 
Mass, plus the need for good music (We have that one cov-
ered!). They also said, “Do what you can with what you have 
today.” 
 

There is never a more perfect time than right now to imple-
ment one step and help build the community of St. Odilia. 
What can each one of us – not just our priests and deacons 
and the Faith Formation staff – do to invite people to an en-
counter with Christ waiting for them at Sunday liturgy? Make 
the decision to become an intentional disciple today. 
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STEWARDSHIP EDUCATION  

 Ignatian Helps for Making a Good, Prayerful Choice 

(Spiritual Exercises (178-187) 

 

One of the goals of the Stewardship Council is to offer parishioners educational 

opportunities. At our April meeting, we decided to share the Ignatian Decision-

Making Model that originated with St. Ignatius of Loyola, founder of the Jesuits. 

We hope you enjoy this exercise of seven practical suggestions/techniques for 

making good, prayerful choices in your own life. 

 

1. Ignatius suggests that we start the decision-making process by putting be-

fore our mind what it is we want to decide about. 

2. He then asks us to pray for the grace to “try to be like a balance at equilibri-

um, without leaning to either side.” (179). To do this he asks us to keep the 

ultimate end and goal of our existence clearly before us. 

3. Then we pray for God to enlighten and move us to seek only what is most 

conducive to God’s service and praise. 

4. One suggestion Ignatius makes is to imagine a person we never met who seeks our help in how to respond to God’s call 

in the same decision we are considering. We then observe the advice we give to this person and follow it ourselves. 

5. Another of his suggestions is that we imagine ourselves at the end of our lives at the point of our death – or after our 

death, standing before Christ our Judge. What would we say to Christ about the decision we have just made? We should 

choose now the course of action that would give us happiness and joy in looking back on it from our deathbed and in 

presenting it to Christ on the day of our judgment. 

6. When we do not experience strong inner clarity about the correct decision to be made, Ignatius suggests that we use our 

reason to weigh the matter carefully to attempt to come to a decision in line with our living out God’s will in our lives. To 

do this we should, bearing in mind our ultimate goal, list and weigh the advantages and disadvantages for us of the vari-

ous aspects of the decision at hand. We are then to consider which alternatives seem more reasonable and decide ac-

cording to the more weighty motives – not from our selfish inclinations. 

7. Having come to the decision, we turn again to God (as at the beginning of the process) and beg for signs of God’s con-

firmation that the decision is leading us toward God’s service and praise. The usual sign of this confirmation from God is 

an experience of peacefulness about the decision. The confirmed decision has a feeling of “rightness” about it, and we 

feel a sense of God’s presence, blessing and love. 
 

May you have a happy and blessed summer. 

Your Stewardship Council (by Kathy Langer) 

St. Ignatius of Loyola 

Come November, voters in Precinct 1N will no longer be 

casting their vote at St. Odiilia.  At its April 4 meeting, the 

Shoreview City Council unanimously passed a motion to 

merge the St. Odilia precinct (Precinct 1N) and the Shepherd 

of the Hills precinct (Precinct 2).  Voters in Precinct 1N will 

join voters in Precinct 2 to cast their vote at Shepherd of the 

Hills Lutheran Church, 3920 Victoria St. N. in Shoreview.   

City Manager Terry Schwerm explained: “It does make for a 

rather large precinct, but Shepherd of the Hills is one of our 

larger churches that handles voters very well because of the 

amount of parking and size of the rooms that are available.”   

The St. Odilia Courtyard space has 

been used for many years as an elec-

tion polling place, but due to the large 

volume of public traffic on election 

days, it became difficult to maintain a secure environment for 

the day-to-day operations of the school and church.  Both the 

City of Shoreview and St. Odilia will work together to help 

educate voters of this change. 

ST. ODILIA IS NO LONGER AN ELECTION POLLING PLACE 
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ST.  ODILIA CAPITAL CAMPAIGN  

Thank You to our generous parishioners who continue to pledge to the Our Faith 
Our Family Our Future Capital Campaign. As of May 6, 2016, we have received over $4,450,000 in pledges!!  
 
If you haven’t pledged yet, please consider joining your fellow members of the St. Odilia family who are support-
ing the parish’s expansion plans. We will acknowledge your pledge with an updated donor list to be published in 
mid-June. Pledge cards are available in the kiosk in the church entry. For more information please contact Ra-
mona Michaels at (651) 415-3350. 

Stewardship of  Talent 

S h a r i n g  O u r  G i f t s ;  O p e n i n g  t o  G ra c e  

The 2016-2017 Stewardship of Talent campaign for St. Odilia began in ear-

ly May and you can still participate by completing a Stewardship of Talent 

form if you have not already done so.   The forms can be found in our 

Parish Office, in the kiosk at the church entrance and at 

www.stodilia.org.  Just select the Stewardship tab and click Steward-

ship Information.  Place the form in the Sunday collection, mail it to 

the parish office, or drop it off in the parish office. 

The legacy of a successful Catholic Community of St Odilia has been hand-

ed down to all of us by generations of parishioners who have previously vol-

unteered their time and talents.  They effectively paid it forward so that we 

could enjoy a vibrant place of worship.   In doing so, many have made life-

long friends, and enriched their own Christian experiences. 

There are more than 100 different ministries at St. Odilia needing dedicated 

volunteers to maintain various programs.  They include opportunities to as-

sist with building and grounds, school, worship, music, community outreach, 

hospitality, faith formation, leadership councils, pastoral care, Fall Festival and much more.  It takes many 

hands to make light of the work and it is by living our strengths and sharing our talents that we are able to 

become a stronger faith community. 

We encourage all of you to pay it forward by volunteering the talents you have for the good of future genera-

tions at St. Odilia.  Thank you in advance for your careful consideration of these volunteer opportunities.   

We look forward to getting to know you and sharing our fellowship!  

- St. Odilia Stewardship Council  



 7  

 

 

2016 Catholic Services Appeal Foundation Update 
 

Envelopes for the 2016 Catholic Services Appeal Foundation (CSAF) are available  

in the kiosk by the parish office.   

ST. ODILIA CONTRIBUTIONS TO CSAF IN 2016 
 

On behalf of those served by the ministries and services 

funded by the Appeal, we thank you. When our parish reach-

es its goal of $109,599.00, 25% of all funds received will be 

returned for use in our parish.  To date, the total pledged 

amount is $83,755.  

 The CSAF provides support to the mission in Venezuela 
where Fr. James Peterson currently serves.   

 The CSAF also supports organizations like the Council of 
Catholic Women (CCW).  Florence Schmidt, Archdioce-
san CCW president and parishioner says: “CSAF means 
so much to CCW.  Without their help, we would not have 
the means to support the many programs which our 
women undertake year after year. Appalachia, Madonna 
Plan, Kitui Dormitory Project, Advent Retreat and the 
ACCW Convention wouldn’t be possible without CSAF 
help. God bless all those who contribute to CSAF!” 

 Four St. Odilia families received High School scholar-
ships in 2015 that were made possible by the CSAF. 

 
 
 
 

We invite you to continue your support to 
these ministries in 2016. Our parish goal 
remains the same as last year at 
$109,599. Every gift matters, so please 
prayerfully consider your gift. Thank you 
for your continued support of the Catholic Services Appeal. 
These are the ministries served by the Appeal:  

 American Indian Ministry 

 Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women (ACCW) 

 Campus Ministry – Newman Center 

 Campus Ministry – Saint Paul’s Outreach 

 Catholic Charities 

 Deaf Ministry 

 Elementary Schools 

 Evangelization and Catechesis 

 High Schools 

 Hospital Chaplains 

 Latino Ministry 

 Marriage, Family and Life 

 Parishes 

 Prison Chaplains 

 Saint John Vianney College Seminary 

 The Saint Paul Seminary 

 Venezuelan Mission 
 

Stated Another Way…. 
by Jim Lethert, Endowment Fund  

Advisory Committee member 

 
Everlasting financial resource to help support parish ministries.   
 

Never, never, never use the gifted principal. 
 

Distributions currently planned at 5% of Fund asset value! 
 

Odilia’s very successful approach---a model requested by other parishes.  
 

Wall display of benefactors demonstrates depth and breadth of participant parishioners. 
 

Management of funds done professionally by outside investment advisors (currently CCF).  
 

Eight designated sub-funds encourage and provide very focused giving. 
 

New ministries have been supported in part by this resource. 
 

Three decades (almost) from its start in 1987 and almost two million dollars in value! 
 
Final grants are authorized by the Parish Leadership Council, providing oversight. 
 

Under the dedicated administration of the Endowment Fund Advisory Committee. 
 

Number to call for more information: Ramona Michaels, Contact Manager, 651-415-3350. 
 

Donor intent controls every gift.  
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From the Respect Life Committee 

Assisted Suicide is Not Compassion 
 

On Sunday, April 17, Jason Adkins, execu-
tive director of the Minnesota Catholic-
Conference, spoke at St. Odilia regarding  
the Senate File 1880.  The Minnesota Cath-
olic Conference is the policy voice of the 
Catholic Church in Minnesota.  S. F. 1880 
is a bill advocating physician assisted sui-
cide. Jason's goal was to educate our par-
ish regarding the dangers of this legislation. 
 

The name given to this bill is The Compassionate Care Act. 
This verbiage sends the message that Physician Assisted 
Suicide is a good, kind, caring treatment for end of life care.  
The name of the bill is far from the truth.  Testimony at the 
Senate Committee on Health and Human Services hearing 
on March 16,2016 was against advancing the bill. This testi-
mony caused the bill's author, Chris Eaton, to withdraw S.F. 
1880 for the 2016 session.  This bill will be back in 2017. 
 
The testimony spoke to several reasons why the bill should 
not become law: 

 Conflict is set up between the doctor and his patient. 

 Persons with disabilities are not respected. 

 Hospice and Palliative Care are disregarded by candi-
dates. 

 Suffering is not meaningless. 
 
Physician Assisted Suicide creates irreconcilable conflict be-
tween the doctor as a healer to the patient and an expediter 
of an unnatural death.  Assisted suicide would severely dam-
age the doctor/patient relationship. 
 
The U.S.C.C.B. (United States Catholic Conference of Bish-
ops) reported on the situation in the Netherlands.  "Since 
1973 a series of court decisions has established that Dutch 
doctors need not fear  punishment or prosecution if they kill, 
or assist in the suicides of patients who have unbearable suf-
fering and who make a voluntary request to die.  These 
guidelines were formalized by a Dutch court  in 1981.  When 
the Dutch government studied actual practice in 1991, it 
found:  2300 cases of voluntary euthanasia every year, 400 
assisted suicides; and 1040 cases in which doctors killed 
patients without their knowledge or consent.  In this last cate-
gory, 72 percent of the patients had never expressed an in-
terest in having their lives taken, and 14 percent were fully 
competent.  In addition, 8100 patients died from overdoses of 
pain medications intended primarily to end life rather than 
relieve pain, and 61 percent of the time (4941 cases) this was 
done without the patient's consent."   
 
The Hippocratic Oath taken by doctors is to save lives and 
not take them.  This Oath applies to all people, including the 
disabled.  Citizens who testified against S. F. 1880 on March 
16 explained their feelings regarding the bill. 
 
Kathy Ware, a registered nurse and mother of a disabled 
son, Kylen, spoke with passion regarding the protection and 
defense of people with disabilities.  Kathy stated, "We in the 
disability community are not asking for pity.  We want help 

and we want to be treated with value."  Critics are concerned 
about possible abuse involving the disabled, elderly and 
mentally ill. 
 
Elizabeth Bakewicz is disabled.  She testified against the bill 
which, "tells me I am a burden not worth bearing".  The 35- 
year-old recounted the pain and loss of dignity she felt after 
doctors diagnosed her with brain cancer and epilepsy.  ELiz-
abeth dealt with seizures, medications and the loss of her 
dreams of becoming a public defender.  They told her in 2009 
that she had three to five years left. "I am no longer the inde-
pendent, spirited lively girl I remember and yes, some days I 
want to die,"  said Bakewicz, her voice breaking.  "We be-
come better people when we bear each other's burdens, not 
when we bury people because they are burdens." 
 
Dr. Cory Ingram is Assistant Professor of Family and Pallia-
tive Medicine at Mayo Clinic College of Medicine.  Dr. Ingram 
testified against the bill for two reasons:  1.) It does not help 
us provide better care to seriously ill and dying people; and 
2.). It will harm vulnerable Minnesotans.  Dr. Ingram is con-
cerned that if we legalize assisted suicide, we as a society 
will cease to look for ways to prevent  and  treat suffering. 
Society should demand comprehensive whole-person care, 
not life-ending practices. 
 
Such a law will not do anything to make it affordable or feasi-
ble for families to care for their loved ones at home through 
the end of life.  In fact, S.F. 1880 addresses none of the Insti-
tute of Medicine's recommendations for improving living and 
dying in the United States.  Dr. Ingram states, "If I could give 
Minnesota a useful law, it would be one that would mandate 
education for health care professionals about the principles of 
palliative medicine so that every patient's suffering could be 
properly addressed." 
 
Hospice and palliative care include ways a dying person can 
be comforted and medicated by his/her own doctor. Family 
visits are encouraged and the environment is peaceful.  
Some hospice homes go to great lengths to fully know and 
meet the needs of both the patient and his/her family during 
the time of dying.  Dame Cicely Saunders, founder of the 
modern hospice movement says, "You matter because you 
are you, and you matter through the end of your life." 
 
Effective palliative care also allows patients to devote their 
attention to the unfinished business of their lives, to arrive at 
a sense of peace with God, with loved ones and with them-
selves.  No one should dismiss this time as useless or  
meaningless. Learning how to face this last stage of our 
earthly lives is one of the most important and meaningful 
things each of us will do, and caregivers who help people 
through this process are also doing enormously important 
work.  As Christians we believe that even suffering itself need 
not be meaningless.  Pope John Paul II showed us this dur-
ing his final illness.  Suffering accepted in love can bring us 
closer to the mystery of Christ's sacrifice for the salvation of 
others. 
 
- The St. Odilia Respect Life Committee 
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Necessary Diversion 

Saturday, September 10 

 6:15-7:30 p.m. 

Just Sing It!  

Calling all musicians and singers!   
 

Please come and perform at Fall Jam this Sept 10 & 11! 

 

Be one of many singers and instrumentalists to be onstage presenting  
a HUGE variety of music!  Solo act? You’re IN!  Band? You’re IN! 

Seasoned performer? You’re IN!  Newbie? You’re IN!   
 

NEW FEATURE: BROADWAY HOUR (stay tuned for info on this) 
 
 

For more info, and to register, please visit: 
 

https://sites.google.com/site/2016falljam/  
 

or contact Julie Quinn Kiernan at jqkiernan@gmail.com 
 

Not a performer?  We would love your help running the venue.   
We would also appreciate help with set up and tear down.   

 

Thank you!!!  (Please note the registration deadline of June 24)    
 

Let’s do this again!  These groups are already scheduled: 

Fall Jam 2016 

The Backyard Band   

Sunday, September 11 

3:30-5:00 p.m. 

https://sites.google.com/site/2016falljam/
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REMEMBER TO: 

 Start saving your books, puzzles and games for the Book Nook.  As soon as the school year comes to an end 

you can begin bringing these items to the Courtyard. 

 The bottle blast needs bottles of stuff.  Please consider donating cases of Gatorade, water, etc. 

 Cookie Captains are needed to bake Sweet Odilia Cookies along with a ministry group to help. 

 A Silent Auction Solicitation Coordinator is needed to solicit items from businesses. This is pre-festival work 

only.  

 Volunteer Coordination: help to recruit volunteers and support volunteers throughout the weekend. 

 Get creative and start looking for new or barely used items to be put into one of our silent auction baskets.  

When you’re out and about this summer getting a haircut, seeing your dentist, visiting a coffee shop, patroniz-

ing your favorite restaurant, or on vacation up north and even out of state, inquire if they make donations to 

community fundraising festivals/events. If so find out how you can obtain a gift certificate or items on behalf of 

St. Odilia. If 100 people did this we would have 100 new and different items in the silent auction for active bid-

ders! Thanks for your help in seeking quality items for one of the biggest money making venues at the festi-

val. 

Join the Fall Festival Leadership Team!  We need you to pull off another successful festival and there 

are many areas that can benefit from your talents.   

Contact Trish Brokman at pbrokman@comcast.net  

It’s time to start thinking about  

St. Odilia’s 47th Annual 

Fall Festival  

NEW THIS YEAR!!!  

Free and Easy Band 

Saturday, September 10 

 8:00 p.m. 

You won’t want to miss them!  

Free and Easy cut their teeth on Tower 
of Power, Earth Wind and Fire and all 
things funky, and you’ll love their takes on Cee Lo Green, Bruno Mars, Black-Eyed Peas, Mayer Hawthorne, John 
Legend and Justin Timberlake. If you want to take a walk on retro side you’ll love their Jersey Boys Medley and 
might see a little Michael Jackson break out right after a Prince groove. 

Free & Easy features David Rodriguez Lead Vocals/Guitar, Jimmy Rodriguez on vocals/drums, Dick Hiebler on 
bass/vocals, Scott Bolin Keyboard player/singer extraordinaire and a blazing horn section led by Mark Bobick 
(lead trumpet), Deone Johnson (trumpet/bone/keys) along with Tim Kraft on reeds, Bobby Hirte (trumpet/
trombone/congas). 

Free and Easy has added new members to the group.  Vocalist Brent Rice, who competed on the first season of 
The Voice, brings in the new school sounds of Justin Timberlake and Bruno Mars.  Jeff Skidmore another vocalist 
extraordinaire adds to the killer vocals of the Twin Cities funkiest band! 

mailto:pbrokman@comcast.net
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2016 Fal l  Fest ival  Qui l t  

This year’s fall festival quilt is called “Shangri La” and 
was designed by Sue Harvey and Sandy Boobar of 
Pine Tree Country Quilts (pictured on the right). Despite 
its origins, this quilt is nowhere near country-style. Our 
quilt is made in a palette of teal blues and purples, with 
a little green and some other colors mixed in.  A combi-
nation of batik and printed fabrics make this quilt unique 
and the white background fabric gives it a lively appear-
ance. The finished quilt size is 100” X 112”.  

The St. Odilia quilters will begin selling chances for the 
quilt at the Feast of St. Odilia Ice Cream Social on July 
17.  You can buy six chances for $5 or $1 apiece. It’s a 
bargain at twice the price, but these prices have not 
changed since we can remember! Ticket sales will con-
tinue after all weekend Masses beginning two weeks 
before festival weekend and throughout the festival 
events. The winning ticket will be drawn by an impartial 
and ordained observer in the entertainment tent at the 
close of the festival. The winner need not be present at 
the drawing; delivery is guaranteed, especially if you 
live near a fabric shop the quilters would like to visit. 
Remember the quilters’ raffle ticket purchase philoso-
phy: It’s a fundraiser for a good cause and if you win 
and can’t use it, it makes a tremendous gift for some-
one you love!  

Good food, good friends, and good times!  

 Food prepared by the St. Odilia Men’s Club is better than anything out of a food truck!  

 Once a year you can experience the popular onion rings (a 47 year-old secret recipe).  

 It doesn’t get any better than Sweet Odilia Cookies and homemade lemonade.  

 The pulled pork sandwich (now called “The St. Odilia”) is back and so are the Bloody Marys 
on Sunday during the festival time.  

 All time favorites such as  hamburgers, brats and pork chop on-a-stick will be present as 
well. Join the grilling team!  

Looking for a special way to be involved with the Fall Festival?  

 Cookie baking captains are needed as are lemonade making supervisors and someone to 
teach kids how to make snow cones.  

 Monitor the condiment stations during key times in the food tent, become a pop lieuten-
ant, or learn the art of caramel corn making.  

 Help set up, clean up, or call bingo.  

Let us know how you and or your family can be involved... 

Contact Trish at pbrokman@comcast.net for ideas on how you can make a difference before 
the festival and during the weekend. There is something for everyone!!! 

 Watch  for more ways to be involved  in Fall Festival through the bulletin, 
website and the Connection email. 

mailto:pbrokman@comcast.net
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St. Odilia School Updates 

We prayed this day would come. 
  

We hoped this day would come. 
  

We planned for this day to come. 
  

Together, we work hard for this day to come! 
  
We are thrilled to officially announce that we have enough students registered for kinder-
garten to open a third kindergarten classroom!  
  
Through the $50,000 grant from CSCOE (Catholic School Center for Excellence) we will be able 
to renovate a classroom to make it kindergarten ready as well as purchase new materials to out-
fit the new room.  
  
Of course with the addition of another class, there will need to be some adjustments in room 
placement as well as the hiring of a new kindergarten teacher. All of which will be discussed, worked out, and communicated 
in due time. For now, I wanted to share with you this great news!  
  
Our school has become an anomaly among many of Catholic schools that are suffering from declining enrollments and that 
is a tribute to the great preschool program we have, the great teachers we have, and the great families we have!  
  
Let’s keep the train moving and thank you for your support.   
  
Sincerely,  
  
Brian Ragatz, Principal 
 

The Kindergarten Open House for 2016-17 is January 12, 2017 at 6:30 p.m.  

Parents and prospective kindergarteners are invited to attend!  
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4TH ANNUAL BLOOM! GALA - THANK YOU!!! 

On April 22, 2016, we hosted our Fourth Annual BLOOM! Gala of Giving! 
After some serious reflecting on the event I learned a very important lesson 
about the St. Odilia community.  Along with your incredible generosity, you all 
surely know how to put the "fun" in fundraising! 

The final total for the evening and the Week of Wishes was $100,000! That is 
incredible! Every penny of it will go back to our school and our kids! 

Specifically this year's fund-a-need concentrated on some smaller items that 
can benefit your children by creating even more academic and physical op-
portunities. 

Our first goal is upgrading some of our classroom technology transforming 
St. Odilia into a school without borders, providing students with virtual field 
trips and other distance learning opportunities. The students will be able to 
go to places and connect with other children from around the world, right 
from the comfort of their classroom. 

Secondly, we all have seen the research that shows that kids need more 
physical activity to keep their brains and bodies healthy.  Recognizing the 
importance of physical activities for our students, we will enhance those op-
portunities with the construction of a new rock-climbing wall in our 
gym.  With our increasing enrollment, we need to be creative in finding more 
ways for our kids to make use of this opportunity.  Starting next year, we will 
do what we can to find a way to increase the physical education time for as 
many grades as possible. 

The success of BLOOM! is due to the leadership of our auction co-chairs: Joelle Cognetta and Catherine Steffen. Their 
organizational skills and attention to details were clearly evident throughout the planning and execution of this event. The 
evening would not have been such a triumph without these two dedicated volunteers who worked tirelessly to help our 
school get better. Thank you! 

In addition, thank you to Tony Castro De Rocha and Tina Stennes-Yets for the countless hours producing all the market-
ing materials for BLOOM!, designing the website, and printing and donating every sign and banner for the event. Jolene 
Twombly canvased the community, spreading the message and bringing in countless donations. Cathy Jennisen put to-
gether and recorded the donations for the silent auction. To these people and many more who donated items and will be 
hosting community building gatherings, we send our heartfelt thanks. 

The revenue is not the only reason I consider the night a success. It was the people who attended, it was the smiles on peo-
ple's faces, it was the laughter, it was the video produced, and it was the enjoyment people had giving their time, energy, 
and personal resources to a great school that made it an outstanding event. For all those who attended, volunteered, donat-

ed, and even prayed for the success of the event, THANK YOU. You are what make this community great! 

- Brian Ragatz, St. Odilia School Principal 

Catholic School Center of Excellence (CSCOE) Grants St. Odilia School $60,0000! 

The CSCOE grant funds will help to renovate a classroom to be kindergarten ready ($50,000) and provide upgrades to our 
technology ($10,000). 
 

"The Catholic Schools Center of Excellence is a nonprofit organization with a simple two-part mission: to help Catholic 
elementary schools achieve and maintain excellence while increasing student enrollment. Our approach is to share inno-
vative ideas, sound business practices, proven strategies and financial resources to help meet each school's specific busi-
ness and academic needs. We believe that this approach will help our schools become self-sustaining for years into the 
future. 

Catholic schools work. They are caring. They are community. They are known for academic excellence. And, they are cel-
ebrated for instilling moral values that children carry with themselves all their lives. 

But despite a long history of success, enrollments in K-8 Catholic schools have been on the decline. The good news is 
that the momentum is shifting. A large group of community leaders, Catholic school alumni, parents, and enthusiastic sup-
porters are rallying to reverse that trend and bring new hope, excitement, and energy to Catholic schools. Please join us in 
continuing the tradition and expanding the reach of Catholic-school excellence."  Source: CSCOE-MN.ORG  

CSCOE also published its first magazine to share all the wonderful aspects of Catholic education in our Archdiocese.  
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Preschool and Kindergarten Dad’s Night Fun! 

BUILDING FOR THE BIRDS 

The Courtyard is used for many activities during the year but this April it may have 

seen its most unique use -- birdhouse building! On April 6, seventy-five St. Odilia pre-

schoolers and kindergarteners brought their dads, uncles and/or grandparents to 

build and paint birdhouses at our first preschool and kindergarten Dad’s Night. The event also included 

a photo op, decorating frames, an Imagination Station and of, course, cookies and lemonade! 

Dad’s Night and Mom’s Night (which is held in the fall) are just two of the ways that we work to build 

community within St. Odilia School. Preschool parents are also encouraged to attend the Christmas and 

Spring Concerts and to volunteer at our holiday parties and our spring garden party! 
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Register TODAY by visiting www.stodiliaschool.org and click  

on Student Life and then Knight Watch. 
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Faith Formation Programs 

2016 Cave Quest 2016 Cave Quest 2016 Cave Quest ---   Vacation Bible SchoolVacation Bible SchoolVacation Bible School   
by Janet Etten - VBS Director 

Cave Quest VBS is coming July 25-29, 2016!   We will be Following Jesus, 

the Light of the World.  Gear up for an over-the-top underground adventure!  

We will ground kids in the rock-solid foundation of God's love, a love that car-

ries us through life's dark times. 

We are expecting over 300 children, 100 youth volunteers as well as 50+ par-

ents taking part again in this exciting summer tradition at St. Odilia.  The mu-

sic, games, crafts, snacks and fun are a fantastic way to spend a week of the 

summer learning more about God.  

The children don’t just hear about God’s love. They see it, touch it, sing it, 

taste it, and put it into action through God Sightings.  As they travel from station to station, they dig more deeply 

into their understanding of God. It is a beautiful way to see God working in our St. Odilia community, in the lives 

of the children, teens and parents of St. Odilia parishioners and friends.  

Thank you to the entire Catholic Community of St. Odilia for your support of this exciting program each summer.  

It is wonderful to have so many families invite grandchildren, friends and neighbors to participate in this week and 

share the love of God.  It is something they can share about their faith community in a unique and special way.   

Registration is going on now and often fills up by early June!  Don’t delay!  Get online NOW at 

www.stodilia.org to register.  Look under the Faith Formation tab for Vacation Bible School.   

We have a separate preschool program for four year-olds led by adults and a group for Kindergarten-Grade 5 led 

by youth volunteers.  These high school volunteers help lead the crews each day and middle school volunteers 

assist.   

Important Volunteer Information*: Forms for youth volunteers are also under the Faith Formation/Vacation Bi-

ble School tab at www.stodilia.org.  Be sure the youth volunteers get character references done before school is 

out.  It is a lot easier!  Adults are also needed each day.  Adults must have the Essential Three requirements on 

file for St. Odilia.  Thank you for keeping our children safe.     

 

Sal Olivia Ray 
Mawtha 

Radar 

Meet these Cave Quest friends! 

http://www.stodilia.org
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Book Notes: 

This year, our St. Odilia Book Club decided it was time to reread some of our books of the past.  As 

we often say, as you change so does the perspective you bring to the books you have read in the 

past. 

In 2016, we reread Bruce Feller’s best selling book of 2009, America’s Prophet. Questions we di-

cussed included who was the prophet that every generation cites?  And why?  What similar themes 

keep emerging in various eras, from the Mayflower to the present day?  Because of his Jewish back-

ground and travels throughout the Holy Land, Feiler explores the Jesuit - Christian roots of his story.  

It is a remarkable  journey and well-written account of his findings.  America’s Prophet is an excellent 

reading adventure.   

We hope you enjoy the book as much as we did. 

- Mary Jo Richardson (for the St. Odilia Evening Book Club) 

sunday school spring concert 2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We had a wonderful concert on Sunday, April 24, 2016.  The children of Sunday School did a fantastic job! Being 
in front of all those people isn’t easy!  Parents, grandparents and families enjoyed hearing the fun songs for 
spring sung by the preschool age children of our community.  
 

A huge thank you to all of our Sunday School teachers and helpers who made this year amazing. The children 
learned so much about Jesus and His love for all people. What a beautiful example for all of us. We look forward 
to the fall for another exciting year of Sunday School. Be sure to check the website at www.stodilia.org to register 
online. All three-year-olds, four-year-olds and Kindergarteners are welcome to join us. We have small class sizes 
and terrific volunteer teachers. We would love to have all parish children join us.  We are in need of some teach-
ers in the fall.  Contact Janet if interested.   
Have a great summer!   
 

Blessings,  
Janet Etten etten@stodilia.org  

 

http://www.stodilia.org
mailto:etten@stodilia.org
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Dear Parish Members, 

 

As you may have heard, St. Odilia parish has decided to move Confirmation from ninth to eighth grade. We are 

excited about the program we are developing in conjunction with the St. Odilia eighth grade religion team that 

focuses on the gifts of the Spirit that come in Confirmation and the identity of each candidate both as a beloved 

child of God and an irreplaceable member of our Christian family. This change has also caused us to look at our 

current youth ministry model and ask, “What can we do better to serve the needs of young people in this parish?” 

 

As we’ve been evaluating our youth ministry this year and planning for the future, we’ve looked at a lot of pro-

gramming at other churches and research on youth ministry. It has become extremely clear to us that youth min-

istry is more than programs and events. It is the response of the entire St. Odilia Community to the needs of her 

young people, and the sharing of the unique gifts of youth with the larger community. To be most effective, this is 

a ministry to, with, by, and for our young people that involves their families, their parish community, and the larg-

er community. At the heart of ministry with young people is the presence of caring, supportive relationships 

where youth experience belonging and the Good News of Christ.  

 

What does this mean for youth ministry moving forward? It means that our goal is to involve youth in every as-

pect of the parish—liturgy, leadership, service, and community events. It also means our youth need YOU! One 

statistic that we’ve come across is that youth who have relationships with five faithful non-parent adults in their 

parish are five times more likely to “stick” with their faith as young adults than those who only have relationships 

with their parents. What is needed is not only one or two youth ministers—but a church full of those who place 

welcoming, supportive relationships with youth as a priority. Please consider how you can establish this kind of 

relationship with a youth in our parish. It may be welcoming a young person and introducing yourself at Mass or it 

may be supporting our summer trip participants either financially or prayerfully. You could also consider stepping 

up as a small group leader or core team member for one of our youth ministry programs.  

 

Want to find out more or find out how you can help? We would like to invite you to talk to either of us, maybe a 

call or e-mail to start, then a follow-up with some coffee or appetizers. A pair of late May meetings will help us 

jumpstart this process, but we plan to meet with parishioners and follow up on these efforts throughout the sum-

mer, as we work toward a model of greater parishioner involvement and ownership. We are very excited about 

this new direction, and hope you are as well. But we know it won’t succeed without the community’s support.    

So start praying and discerning about how you can help! 
  

In Christ, 
 

Scott Kieffer 

Coordinator of Youth Ministry and Evangelization 

kieffer@stodilia.org  

651-415-3349 
 

Michelle Stone  

Coordinator of Youth Ministry and Catechesis 

stone@stodilia.org 

mailto:kieffer@stodilia.org
mailto:stone@stodilia.org
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Summer is a very busy and exciting time for our youth, with many great opportunities for teens to make friends, grow in their 
faith, contribute as leaders, and more! Full details on all these programs, and registration forms/links, available on our web-
site. 

 Extreme Faith Camp – (June 27-July 1) Middle schoolers, join your friends on a week long camp with hilarious 
games, powerful worship experiences, and more! Registration ends around the time the Messenger is delivered to 
homes--so go online and sign up now! 

 Summer Youth Group – (Sundays throughout summer) It’s like a super-charged version of our normal Sunday 
events! They're longer (6-9pm), goofier (like Slip-n-Slide kickball), more competitive (like our "Hunger Games" tour-
nament) and more plain old fun! (especially our "Water Wars" night) Every week still ties in with an important les-
son of faith, with meaningful prayer and small group time to digest the messages and learn to apply them! 

 Summer Festival camp – (July 11-16) If joining a few hundred teens for a week of crazy games, amazing food 
and hanging out on a college campus isn't a big enough draw, the fantastic faith experiences should be! They bring 
in awesome speakers from around the country, have a high-energy band leading worship, and it all leads up to the 
life-changing "dorm time" conversations. 

 Summer Stretch weekly program -  (Wednesdays in July/Aug) Middle schoolers, don't miss out on the weekly fun 
and service, as we work to better the community and have a blast every afternoon (especially the Valley Fair trip in 
Aug.). High schoolers act as leaders, working in teams to ensure the most fun and faith-filled service we can have! 

 Vacation Bible School – (July 25-29) Late July offers one of the biggest opportunities of the year for teenagers to 
help out as leaders! Apply to lead the kids in games, Bible adventures and more. New this year are fun events and 
team-builders for the teen leaders in the afternoon!  

Summer Stretch 2015 

Summer Youth Group 2015 
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Jr. High Faith Formation and Youth Ministry 

 

 

It is our pleasure to announce the Take Stock in our Youth Program for 2016 to support the youth and chaper-
ones participating in our annual youth trips. Here are the trips we're offering this year: 

1. Members of St. Odilia High School Youth will be participating in the week long Summer Fes-
tival at Gustavus College. This camp is intended to foster faith growth and leadership skills. 

2. Junior High Students will be attending Extreme Faith Camp in Maple Lake, MN. This camp is 
also intended to foster faith growth and leadership skills.  

3. We also have two high school students attending the Youth in Theology and Ministry insti-
tute sponsored by the St. John’s School of Theology. This is a two-year long program in 
which students stay at St. John’s for two weeks each summer to study theology, serve oth-
ers, and grow spiritually. Each student will plan and implement a service project for the St. 
Odilia community in the school year between the two summers. 

Take Stock in Our Youth is a fundraiser where we invite parishioners and friends to “Take Stock” or invest in 
the youth of our parish by purchasing up to five "shares" for each trip program at $10 apiece. St. Odlila wants to 
offer every youth who wishes to take part in our summer trips a chance to attend, regardless of their ability to 
pay. Your investment makes it financially possible for families to send their youth to camps that enrich their faith 
lives and directly impact the St. Odilia community. 

If you would like to support “Take Stock in our Youth,” email Michelle Stone at stone@stodilia.org for more infor-
mation.  
 

Thanks so much, 
Michelle Stone, Coordinator of Jr. High Faith Formation and Youth Ministry 

ATTENTION   FAMILIES 

Faith Formation Registration for the 2016-17 School Year 
Began May 2, 2016 - Please register as soon as possible! 

 Sunday School (age 3 thru K) 

 Family Faith Formation (K-grade 5) 

 Junior High Faith Formation (grades 6-7) 

 Confirmation (grades 8 & 9) 

Discount for volunteer catechists. Scholarships available if financial need.  

Please consider a donation to help us give more scholarships. Our goal is never to turn away a 

family from Faith Formation. 

Register and pay online this year! 

1. Go to www.stodilia.org 

2. Go to Faith Formation tab on top of homepage 

3. In Faith Formation menu, choose “Faith Formation Registration”  

If you are unable to register online, paper registration forms are available, in the parish office and the Faith For-

mation office. Questions? Contact the Faith Formation office, 651-415-3329, or email:  

faithformation.registration@stodilia.org. 

Confirmation – Special Note: for 2016-17 only, both 8th graders and 9th graders will be preparing for and celebrat-

ing Confirmation.  In future years, Confirmation will be in 8th grade. 

mailto:stone@stodilia.org
http://www.stodilia.org
mailto:faithformation.registration@stodilia.org
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Elementary Family Faith & Word for Children 

Family FaithWorks 

Father James Peterson  joined us at St. Odilia on April 13 for Family FaithWorks. He told 

those gathered about life at the parish mission he is currently serving-Jesucristo Resucita-

do in Ciudad Guyana, Venezuela. 

The needs there are great with so many having little or no work and violence tearing 

through their streets and families. The children have so little.  

As Father James continued the conversation with adults who came without children, families went to 

the Courtyard to assemble gift bags for the children at the mission. They also wrote letters and made 

videos  of encouragement that will be sent to Father James. 

During the Easter Season, 92 of our young members 

received their First Eucharist.  “We pray that they will 

grow into maturity as ambassadors of God’s love as 

they “become what they eat!”  
 

Kevin Scroggins 

Second Grade Teacher 

Coordinator of First Eucharist 

 

 

Fr. James Stiles (below) talked to the children 

preparing for their First Eucharist.  
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ST. ODILIA SP.R.ED. PROGRAM WRAPS UP THE 2015-2016 YEAR 

It has truly been a blessing to me to work with the Sp.R.Ed. program for the past few months. I am excit-
ed for the program to start up again in September. We have 50-60 participants in this program for spe-
cial education adults.  

Our evenings begin with some singing of simple worship songs, followed by a short teaching, based on a 
story from scripture. We then have a couple of craft projects fitting to the theme of the evening. After a 
snack, we close with song and prayer. 

We have a wonderful group of committed volunteers who help with this ministry. If you would like to join 
our team, or know of someone who would benefit from this program, please send me an e-mail at:        
heyer@stodilia.org. 

 

 

 

SP.R.ED. St. Patrick’s Day “parade”. 

“….Congratulations to all of you for a wonderfully entertaining presentation of a tale “of love, faith, hope, and 

redemption,” (words of the director, Sally Childs).  Thanks to all of you for very professional work….” 

- Fr. Phillip Rask 

mailto:heyer@stodilia.org
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us. 

BUD HEUTMAKER, October 8, 1924 - October 27, 2015 

Bud was second of four children born to Susan and Herb Heutmaker and was born 

in St. Paul. When Bud was very young, his mother got sick and Bud had to go stay 

with his grandmother Josie in Chaska. She started calling him her little buddy and 

“Bud” stayed his name the rest of his life. He remained very close to his grandmoth-

er until her death. 

Bud joined the army in 1944 and became a pilot.  His favorite plane was the B-26.  

In 1945 he was discharged, yet he and his fellow pilot friends continued a life-long 

friendship.  Every year they traveled to a different state, usually attending an air 

show. 

He married Jackie Hansen in December, 1949. They raised their five children in St. Paul and although he and 

Jackie divorced after many years, they remained great friends. 

Bud worked for the railroad for a time and was also a salesman for a commercial concrete company. He started 

working for the Federal Housing Administration in the 1970’s and continued there until his retirement. After retire-

ment, Bud started working as a FHA housing inspector and loved it. He continued to do housing inspections well 

into his 80’s. 

Bud loved Cursillo, church, his family, his friends, the Minnesota Twins and his beer. He is dearly missed and 

forever loved! 

Glenn was born in St. Paul, Minnesota on March 2, 1941 and attended St. Andrew’s 

Catholic Grade School and Cretin High School (now Cretin-Derham). Glenn earned 

both a B.A. degree in Sociology/Psychology and a M.A. in Guidance/Counseling from 

the University of St. Thomas. 

After graduation, he worked as a Juvenile Supervisor at Woodview Detention Center 

until joining Ramsey County as a Juvenile Probation Officer in 1966.  In 1970, Glenn 

joined the Federal Probation Office in Minnesota as a Federal Probation Officer.  In 

1983 at the age of 42, he was named Chief of Federal Probation for the U.S. Courts 

in Minnesota until his mandatory retirement in 1997.  After his retirement, Glenn con-

ducted security clearance background checks for the FBI on potential employees with 

various U.S. Government agencies. 

Glenn and his wife Joan of 52 years lived in Falcon Heights and Roseville with their three children and were 

blessed with eight wonderful grandchildren.  He was fond of golfing, hunting, fishing and spending time with fami-

ly at their lake home in Brainerd, Minnesota. 

Glenn was described by many as humble, fair, honest, and a gentle man with a great sense of humor.  He was 

deeply loved and admired by his family and friends. 

GLENN PHILLIP BASKFIELD, March 2, 1941 - January 28, 2016 
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JOHN ISAACSON, May 27, 1942 -  February 12, 2016 

PHILIP VITO COGNETTA, August 4, 1944 - January 1, 2016 

John was a member of St Odilia parish for over 40 years.  He was a graduate of Cretin High 
School and attended St. John's University on scholarships. He then attended the University of 
Minnesota Dental School receiving DDS and MSD degrees. He also served as Captain in the 
U.S. Air Force.  John practiced orthodontics and was loved by his patients through out his 35 
years in St. Paul. 
 
John loved the game of golf and although unable to play it the last three years, he followed the 
game. All of his family learned the sport from him.  His children said their dad used the game 
as a platform to instill strong life values and respect for others.  His sons have wonderful mem-
ories caddying for their dad, an accomplished golfer. If he fell down golfing, he would just get 
up and keep going, which happened for many years.  He also set an example in attending Mass regularly.and 
saying a Latin prayer before meals.  
 
Son, David, eulogized John by saying, "Dad fought Parkinson's, a debilitating disease, for over 30 years. Never 
complaining, showing strength and strong mind until his last day.”  If asked how he was he would say, "Not so 
bad.” David states, "He accomplished so much in his educational, sporting, professional and family life.  Never 
boastful, he lived his success in a simple thoughtful way that gave me so much respect for my Dad."  Son, Dan, 
writes, " Dad was an amazing role model to all."  One of his colleagues said that John was the strongest man he 
knew in his daily battle with the disease for so many years. 
 

Phil had the good fortune of being born into an Italian family filled with love, nurtur-
ing, support, compassion, and strong traditional values that helped shape the person 
he became through the years. 

Growing up in Maplewood, he attended St. Jerome’s Grade School and Hill High 
School.  Learning the importance of education at an early age, he received a Mas-
ter’s Degree in Counseling from the University of St. Thomas and a Doctorate De-
gree in Education from the University of Minnesota.  His professional work included 
32 years with the Minneapolis Public Schools in the roles of teacher, school counse-
lor, and Director of Guidance.  In later years, he also served as an adjunct professor 
in the University of Minnesota’s College of Education and Human Development pre-
paring graduate students to become high school counselors. 

His work with students, faculty, and administrators was more than a job – it was his passion.  To many, he was 
more than a teacher or counselor, he was their mentor, coach and friend.  His work included involvement in the 
field of education and counseling well beyond the schools, having served as President of the Minnesota School 
Counselors Association.  Believing in systemic change, he made many presentations at national conferences, 
promoting new models for school counseling reformation.  He considered himself a life-long learner and change-
agent, always looking for new and better ways to serve students. 

Phil’s training as a psychologist was not used just in his profession, but also in his everyday life.  Finding balance 
between work and family was part of his character, and he did so with ease.  His love for family and friends was 
evident, always placing others’ needs above his.   He rarely talked about himself or his accomplishments, yet 
managed to engage others and made them feel special.  Listening to others was a skill he practiced and valued.  
As such, others often came to him for counseling and support both professionally and personally.  He lived life 
fully, always with a focus on the other person.  Strong faith, determination and resolve were life-long characteris-
tics he practiced daily.  He was a kind, gentle person who always welcomed family and friends into his home. 

As a member of St. Odilia for 38 years, he provided volunteer support when his son attended St. Odilia School.  
In recent years, he enjoyed attending church and school activities on behalf of his grandchildren who now attend 
St. Odilia School.   

Phil and Judy were married for 48 years.  His survivors include Judy, son Jason and wife Joelle, and grandchil-
dren Dimarco and Adrianna, all members of St. Odilia. 
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Florence Schmidt leads ACCW 84
th

  
Annual Convention 

 

Since taking office in April 2015, Archdiocesan Council 
of Catholic Women President and St. Odilia parishion-
er, Florence Schmidt, has had busy weeks visiting with 
CCW groups at parishes around the metro.  
 

On April 29 and 30 she helped lead the ACCW annual 
convention at St. Vincent de Paul in Brooklyn Park. 
Over 200 women, eight priests, a deacon and Bishop 
Cozzens attended the convention packed with speak-
ers, meals, celebrations, a rosary and a special Mass. 
St. Odilia parish will host the 85th annual convention 
April 21 - 22, 2017. Mark your calendars! 

  
 
 

St. Odilia Council of Catholic Women 

Florence with a cut-out of Pope 

Francis from Catholic Financial. 

ACCW Convention 2016 at St. Vincent de Paul Brooklyn Park.  

CCW Spring Jewelry Sale - 2016 
At noon on Saturday, April 30, over a dozen people stood in 
line as the doors of the gym were opened for the St. Odilia 
Council of Catholic Women Spring Jewelry Sale. Each sale, 
featuring new, like-new and vintage jewelry and handcrafted 
items generally raises over $4,000. The jewelry sale started 
over 20 years when a parishioner’s family wondered what to 
do with jewelry they no longer wanted. The creative ladies of 
CCW started the sale and since then, it has grown in size and 
become an anticipated event each spring and fall. 
  

The work of the sale starts long before the Saturday/Sunday 
event though. Volunteers meet on weekdays to sort, clean 
and put jewelry on cards for pricing. An experienced jeweler 
reviews items to ensure valuable jewelry is identified. Once 
organized, it takes only a few hours and over a dozen volun-
teers to set up the display of hundreds of necklaces, pins, 
earrings and more at each sale.  
 

The proceeds from the sale help support the needs of the 
parish and the surrounding community.  Food shelf dona-
tions, parish landscaping, the appliances in the courtyard 
kitchen, the baptismal font, and the portable stage are just 
some examples of ways the money earned by the hard work-
ing women of the St. Odilia CCW has been used.  

 

All of the jewelry is donated to the sale and even broken jew-
elry is welcomed and used for repairs. Donations are accept-
ed anytime and can be dropped in the yellow jewelry box in 
the courtyard or in the parish office addressed to CCW.  
The group is always looking for people to help with the sort-
ing and cleaning of jewelry as well as the sale. If you are in-
terested in joining in the fun – and it really is fun – call Pat at 
651-484-4549 to check on the schedule. Thanks to the many 
people who shop the sale. The St. Odilia CCW looks forward 
to seeing you at the October sale!   
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Welcome New Parishioners! 
FEBRUARY 2016 - APRIL/MAY 2016 

February 2016 
Michael Bartell 
James and Julane Feldkamp  
Jacob and Patty Gibbs 
 Georgia 
Abram and Rebecca Heyn 
 Grace 
 Edwin 
Charles and Nancy Martin 
 Dominic  
 Jeremiah 
Brett and Marcela Landrum 
 Claire 
Shirley Miller 
Mark and Dianna Peterson 
 Matthew 
 Katelyn 
 Samantha 
Ryan and Jamie Rassett 
 Avery Capistrant 
 Izabelle Rassett 
Michael and Marla Zitelman 
 Nolan 
 Alyssa 
 

March 2016 
Mark and Megan Burton 
 Mason 
 Cora 
 Cullen 
Eric and Susan Dahlheimer 
 Matthew 
 Allison 

Troy and Gloria Heller-Lopez 
 Giovanna 
 Nicholas 
Ann Hochschieldt 
David and Barbara Martin 
 Michael and Amanda 
 Sylvia 
Joe Matejka and Karrie Hartman 
Tyler and Angela Lillemo 
 Sarah 
 Hope 
 Teresa 
 John 
Nate and DeEtte Krogh 
 Lauren 
 Nate Jr. 
Sean and Michele Murphy 
 Teagan 
 Shaela 
 Neala 
Lowell and Rosemary Nally 
Brian Ott and Magdalen Saldivar 
 Nena Saldivar 
 Myra Ott 
 William Ott 
Leland and Sandra Putman 
 

April/May 2016 
Eleonore Anderson  
Kyle and Michelle Chlan 
 Kayla 
 Kelsey 
 

Ryan and Myra Corrigan 
 Arielle 
Kristin and Jay Dacey 
 Elle 
 Chase 
Patricia Falk 
Nadine Fuxa 
John Goeltl 
Lucas and Abby Hansen 
 Jameson 
 Jackson 
 Jefferson 
Daniel and Caitlin Lingg 
 Dax 
Matt and Cassie Loeffler 
Mary Mazzocco 
Zachary and Andrea Miller 
Thomas Morris 
Jason and Gabrielle Riess 
 Cameron 
Leandro and Vivian Rossa 
 Eduardo 
 Pedro 
Eric and Andrea Spandl 
 Michael 
 Erin 
Junji and Tracy Umezu 
 Sophie 
 Charlotte 
 
 
 

 

A Place for Coming Home (Refrain) 
by Dan Perry 

This is a place where we can grow,  

where seeds of love and peace are sown,  

where we see the face of God  in one another.  

It’s here we mark our days and years, we share our triumphs  

and our tears, this community, a place for coming home.  

©2010, Dan Perry.  All Rights Reserved. 

Thanks Dan! 
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Are You Moving? 
If you are moving we would like to know so we can keep our records current and our postage costs down. 

Please fill out the form below and return it by dropping it into the collection basket at any Mass, or by 

mailing it to:   St. Odilia Parish Center Office, 3495 N. Victoria, Shoreview, MN 55126 

Name: _______________________________________________________  Env. #: _______________  

Old Address: __________________________________  City, State, Zip:  ________________________  

New Address:  _________________________________  City, State, Zip:  ________________________  

Email Address:  __________________________________________ 

New Phone (Include area code):  _________________  Effective Date:   ________________________  

I/We will be staying in the parish: Y  ______  N  ________  

Newsletter Team: 

Barb Schaer-Mady, Mary Holmes 

and staff consultants. 

Corporate Board Members: 
Archbishop Bernard A. Hebda, President   651-291-4400 

Rev. Phillip Rask, Vice President                                        651-484-6681 

Greg Gerlach, Trustee Treasurer   

Katie Boyle, Trustee Secretary 

The St. Odilia Messenger is a publica-

tion of the Catholic Community of St. 

Odilia, 3495 North Victoria, Shoreview, 

Minnesota, 55126.  Each issue is distrib-

uted to registered parishioners.   

To receive a copy, register by calling 

651-484-6681. 

The NEXT Newsletter Deadline: Please submit articles for the 2016 Fall issue of The Messen-

ger by Wednesday, August 3, 2016.  They may be sent by email to messenger@stodilia.org or dropped 

at the parish office.  Electronic submissions are appreciated.  Pictures (jpg files) are welcome but please 

describe each photo with caption text if possible. 

St. Odilia Parish Phone Numbers: 

Parish Office         651-484-6681 

Parish Office Fax        651-484-0780 

School Office         651-484-3364 

Faith Formation Office       651-415-3329 

Faith Formation/Latino Ministry Fax     651-789-3118 

VISION AND MISSION 

VISION  
To joyfully live the Gospel by knowing, loving, and serving God and one another. 
 

MISSION  
We are a Catholic community of faith that welcomes every person to grow in holiness and draw clos-
er to Jesus Christ through… 

 Worship and Evangelization 

 Faith Formation and Education 

 Works of Charity and Justice 
… every day and at every stage of life.  



NON-PROFIT ORG. 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

TWIN CITIES MN 

PERMIT NO.  3241 

Celebrate St. Odilia! 

Sunday, July 17, 2016 

Come enjoy the 9th annual Ice Cream Social 
at St. Odilia, on Sunday, July 17 from 2-4pm! 

Cool off with some delicious ice cream from 
Cold Stone Creamery.  Again this year we 
will have a dance with music by 
Dan Perry & The Ice Cream 
Band, and Hector Valero & 
Family.  The celebration will 
take place  in the Courtyard.   

Guaranteed fun for all ages!   

A free will offering will be accepted. 
2015 Ice Cream Social  


